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Absorption

Conversion of sound energy into heat,
often by the use of a porous material.

Absorbent material

Material that absorbs sound energy.

Airborne sound

Sound transmitting through the air,
often linked to noise sources such as
speech and television.

Airborne sound insulation

Sound insulation that reduces the
transmission of airborne sound
between adjoining dwellings or
parts of adjoining dwellings.

Cavity stop

A proprietary product or material
such as mineral wool (fibre) used to
close the gap in a cavity wall.

Composite resilient batten

A timber batten that is composed of
a timber batten with a pre-bonded
resilient material to provide
isolation between the flooring
surface layers and floor base.

Ctr

Spectrum adaptation term (No.2)
from BS EN ISO 717-1: 1997 to take
account of a specific sound spectra
(that are predominantly low
frequency based representing ‘A’
weighted urban noise.

Decibel (dB)

The unit used for different acoustic
quantities to indicate the level with
respect to a reference level.

Density (kg/m3)

Mass per unit volume, expressed in
kilograms per cubic metre (kg/m3).

Direct transmission

Sound that is transmitted only
through the main separating
element and involves no other
flanking element.

DnT

Standardised level difference. The
difference in sound level between a
pair of rooms (source and receiving
rooms), for a stated frequency, that
is corrected (normalised) for the
reverberation time (in the receiving
room). See BS EN ISO 140-4: 1998.

DnT,w

Weighted standardised level
difference. A single-number quantity
(weighted) that characterises the
airborne sound insulation between
two rooms. See BS EN ISO 717-1:
1997. Based on field/site test
including flanking transmission.

Glossary of terms

DnT,w + Ctr

Weighted standardised level
difference that characterises the
airborne sound insulation between
two rooms using spectrum adaptation
term (No.2) from BS EN ISO 717-1:
1997 which represents ‘A’ weighted
urban noise.

Flanking element (e.g. flanking
wall)

Any building element that contributes
to the airborne sound or impact
sound transmission between rooms
in a building which is not the direct
separating element (i.e. not the
separating wall or separating floor)

Flanking transmission

Airborne sound or impact
transmission between rooms that is
transmitted via flanking elements
and/or flanking elements in
conjunction with the main
separating elements.

Flexible closer

A flexible cavity stop or cavity
barrier that seals the air path in
cavities linking adjoining dwellings.

Floating floor treatment

A timber floating floor system which
may use battens, cradles or platform
base; all of which use a resilient layer
to provide isolation from the base
floor and adjacent wall elements.

Flooring board

The boards that form the top surface
of the floor. Boards should be wood-
based panels 600mm (min) wide.

Habitable room

For the purposes of Part E Robust
Details, habitable rooms are all rooms
except the hall, staircase and landing.

Internal wall

A wall or partition that divides the
dwelling space into different
functions but which does not
provide separation between
different dwellings.

Internal floor

A floor that divides the dwelling
space into different functions but
does not provide separation
between different dwellings.

LnT

Standardised impact sound pressure
level. The impact sound pressure
level in the receiving room at a
stated frequency, corrected
(normalised) for the reverberation
time in the receiving room. See 
BS EN ISO 140-7: 1998.

LnT,w

As LnT above but weighted
standardised impact sound pressure
level. A single-number quantity
(weighted) to characterise the
impact sound insulation of floors.
See BS EN ISO 140-7: 1998.

Mass per unit area (or surface
density)

Mass per unit area is expressed in
kilograms per square metre (kg/m2).

Mineral wool

A rock or glass based mineral
material that can be manufactured
in a quilt form or batt (more rigid)
form.

Nominal density of gypsum-
based board

The density stated in the robust
detail with a tolerance of up to 
-0.3 kg/m2 per layer.

Rw

A single-number quantity
(weighted) that characterises the
airborne sound insulation of a
building element from
measurements undertaken in a
laboratory. See BS EN ISO 717-1:
1997. Based on laboratory test
excluding any flanking elements.

Rw + Ctr

Weighted airborne sound insulation
of a building using spectrum
adaptation term (No. 2) from BS EN
ISO 717-1: 1997, representing ‘A’
weighted urban noise.

Robust Detail

A robust detail for Part E of the
Building Regulations has been given
the status of RD following a
minimum of 30 “field tests” where
the recorded mean performance was
5 dB better then the sound
insulation requirements as described
in Approved Document E for new
build separating walls and floors.

Lafarge sealant (acoustic or
flexible)

A gun-applied sealant that has
resilience and forms a non-rigid
caulking. Performs acoustically and
for fire protection.

Separating floor

A floor that separates adjoining
dwellings.

Separating wall

A wall that separates adjoining
dwellings.

The definitions given above are for
the purposes of this manual only
and are not intended to be rigorous.
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Entries in italic type refer to the
relevant performance table page
numbers

Acoustic Floor Clips 208, 334

Acoustic Floor system, Cormet 
177, 207       

Acoustic Homespan 90, 113  

Acoustic insulation
See appropriate section

Acoustic Sealant 335

Acoustic theory 14

Adhesive, Lafarge Cove 326

Adhesive, Lafarge Drywall 326

Adhesive, Lafarge Bonding
Compound 325

Direct Bond wall linings 23, 29 
Thermalcheck linings 23, 33 

Adhesive, Lafarge Multi Purpose 326
Direct Bond wall linings 23, 29
Thermalcheck linings 23, 33 

Baffle details 146-147

Baseboard 316

Beads
Edging 336
Stop 336
Tape-On 336

Beam and column encasement 
224-226, 237 

Bibliography 372

Board fixing 322

Boxing studs 152

British Standards 372

Building Regulations 372

Bullnose Profile 269, 277

C Studs 125, 329

CB Clips 239, 334

Ceilings
Cormet Dryliner 171-172, 187 
corridors, fire protection 222
mass barrier 176, 203
panelled Fresco 250, 258 
retained (conversion works) 
177, 208 
separating floors (high 

performance) 168-169, 177-178
suspended, Cormet MF 
173-175, 197
to garages 167
to roof trusses 170, 180 
to timber floors 163-169, 179 

Ceramic tiling 159

CH Studs 229, 331

Channels 
Ceiling 198, 333
Dryliner 42, 188, 332
Edge 239, 333
Fixing 116,128, 142, 144, 147, 335
Primary 198, 333

Cleat, soffit 198, 333

Clips
Acoustic Floor 208, 334
CB 239, 334
Staggered Stud 100-101, 335

Concrete floors 172, 178, 193, 215

Connector, Dryliner Channel 332

Contour
linings 63
wallboard 318
walls 281

Control joints
metal ceilings 201
metal stud partitions 153
Shaftwall 235
wall lining, Direct Bond 31

Coreboard, Firecheck 219-223, 315

Cormet
Acoustic Homespan 90, 113 
Column and Beam Clip system 

224-226, 237
Dryliner ceilings 171-172, 187
Dryliner wall linings 25-26, 41 
encasements 224-226, 237 
Independent Wall Linings 27, 47 
partitions 71-92, 99-132
Metal Furring 38
MF Suspended ceilings 173-175, 197
Resilient Bar 79-93, 107, 334
Shaftwall 219-223, 227
twin frame 73, 77-80, 86, 89, 99

Corner Profiles 269, 339

Corner protection 269, 339

Corner Step Profiles 270, 338

Corners, curved 269, 339

Corridors, ceilings, fire protection 222

Cove 261

Cove Adhesive 262, 326

CR Bracket (Dryliner) 332

Curved walls 154

Cutting plasterboard, health &
safety 344

Damage repair 323

dBcheck wallboard 75-79, 314

Deco jointing compounds 288, 326

Deco System 287

Deflection head, metal stud 
103, 117, 129, 142-143, 335 

Direct Bond wall linings 29

Door frame details 151

Dryliner
ceilings 171-172, 187
wall linings 25-26, 41

Drywall Sealer 325

Ducts
fire protection (Shaftwall) 222, 233
passing through partitions 148-150
penetrations 233

E Studs 331

Easy Finish jointing compound 
292, 324

Echeck wallboard 84-86, 314

Edge Bead 296, 336

Edge Channel 239

Edge Trim, Shadowline 270, 339

Electrical services, provisions for
Cormet metal stud partitions 
146-147

Encasements, Cormet 224-226, 237

Fast Set, jointing compound 292, 324

Fillers, joint 288

FineForm Mid-Weight 292, 325

Finish plaster, Lafarge Supreme 301

Finishes
ceramic tiling 159
Drywall 286
Texture 305

Finishes, joint 288, 292

Fire performance 
See also application tables

Fire protection systems 217
column and beam 224-226, 237
Shaftwall 219-223, 227

Fire theory 11

Firecheck Coreboard 219-223, 315
see also applications

Firecheck wallboard 80-83, 315
see also applications

Fixing Channel 335

Fixing into plasterboards 156-157

Fixing plasterboards 158-159

Flat Strap 102,110,142-143, 335

Flex Tape 336

Flex Track 155, 336

Flex Trim, Shadowline 270, 339

Floors
Concrete 172, 178, 193, 215
Cormet Acoustic Floor 177, 207
Cormet Dryliner 171-172, 187
Downlighters in floors 203
Robust Details 178, 215 
separating (high performance) 

168-169, 177-178
timber floors 163-171, 173, 174, 179

Fresco 249-250, 251

Index



TECHNICAL ENQUIRYLINE t 01275 377789 f 01275 377456 www.lafargeplasterboard.co.uk

R E F E R E N C E S
INDEX

375

10

Grand Fresco Panels 254 

Gypsum plasterboards, see
plasterboards

Hanging Reveal Profile 270, 338

Health and safety 341

Homespan 90, 113, 317
See also Acoustic Homespan

Horizontal Shaftwall assemblies 222

Hp/A tables of structural steel 224

Hydrodeco wallboard 313

I Studs 49, 101, 330

Independent Wall lining, Cormet 
27, 47 

Insulation, 
acoustic 14
see also application section

Insulation Hold Strip 102, 108, 335

Installation tips 158 

Intumescent sealant 335

J Tracks 229, 331

Jointing compounds 288, 292

Joint Tape 292

Jointing, Lafarge Taping and
Jointing system 291

Joist Connector, Dryliner 188, 332

Laminates, thermal
Thermalcheck boards 319
Thermalcheck linings 23-25, 27, 33

Lath (round edge baseboard), 317

Lift shaft enclosure, Shaftwall 
219-223, 227 

Linings
Contour 63
Direct Bond 23, 29
Dryliner 25-26, 41
Independent 27, 47
Metal Furring 38
Thermalcheck 23-25, 27, 33
to timber frame 28, 55

Loft spaces, ceilings to 170, 180-183

Machine applied joints 289, 296

Mainwall Panel, Fresco 249-250, 253

Masonry walls 96, 139
linings to 23, 27, 29, 38, 47

Megadeco wallboard 71-73, 313

Metal Angle 333

Metal Furring Channel 38

Metal Furring wall lining 38

Metal stud partitions 71-92, 99-132

Moisturecheck wallboard 318

Moisture Resistant Firecheck 315

Movement control joints 335
ceilings 201
metal stud partitions 153
Shaftwall 235
wall linings, Direct Bond 31

Multi Purpose Adhesive 326
Direct Bond linings 23, 30
Thermalcheck linings 23-25, 27, 33

Nails, Drywall 322

Occupational exposure standards 343

Omega studs 91-92, 115

Partitions
Acoustic Homespan 90, 114
Acoustic Stud 113-121
Cormet curved metal stud 154
Cormet metal stud 71-92, 99-132
dBcheck 75-79
Echeck 85-86
Firecheck 80-83
Megadeco 71-73
Omega 91-92
Predeco 87-89
Resilient Bar 107-112
staggered stud 79, 100
Standard wallboard 87-89
structural steel 97
timber stud 93-95, 133
twin frame 73, 77-80, 86, 89, 99
Toughcheck 74

Party wall timber frame 95, 134-137

Party wall metal stud,
see Cormet twin frame

Patching Tape 336

Phonissimo 176, 198

Phonistar 176, 198

Plasterboard, types
Acoustic Homespan 317
Baseboard 316
Contour wallboard 318
dBcheck wallboard 314
Echeck wallboard 314
Firecheck Coreboard 315
Firecheck wallboard 315
Firecheck, Moisture Resistant 315
Fresco 318
Hydrodeco 313
Lath (round edge baseboard) 317
Megadeco 313
Moisturecheck wallboard  318
Plank (19mm wallboard) 316
Predeco 313
Standard wallboard 316
Thermalcheck boards 319
Toughcheck wallboard 314
Vapourcheck wallboard 317

Plasters, Supreme Skim plaster 
301, 326

Predeco wallboard 287, 313

Profiles 267

Primary Channel 198

Pure Velvet, jointing compound 
292, 324

Quad Shadowline Corner Step
Profile 271, 275, 338

Rapid Sand 292, 324

Ready reckoner coverage 308

Readymix jointing compound 292, 325

References 371-377

Repairs to plasterboard 323

Resilient Bar 57, 61, 107-112, 135, 334
in floors 164-168, 176, 178, 184, 

209-211, 215

Resilient Tape 101, 208, 334

Reveal, Profile 270

Robust Details - floors 178, 215

Robust Details - partitions 95-97

Rubber grommet 128, 336

Sales offices 377

Sanding paper 292

Screws 327-328

Sealant, Acoustic 335

Sealer, Drywall 291, 325

Sealer, Universal 306, 325

Sealertex 306, 325

Separating floors (high
performance)

Cormet Acoustic Floor system 
177, 207

separating floors 168-169, 
177-178, 215

Separating walls
Cormet twin frame 73, 77-80, 86,

89, 99
structural steel 97
timber frame (high performance) 

95

Service outlets 146-147

Services
ducts, fire protection (Shaftwall) 

222, 233
provision for, metal stud 

partitions 146-150

Services, sales and technical 377

Shadowline Profiles 270-271, 338

Shaftwall 219-223, 227

Skim plaster 301

Skirting Profile 271, 338

Soffit Cleat 198, 333

Softform Profile 269, 339

Index
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Sound insulation
See application sections

Specification clauses
See application sections

Specialist junctions 141-159

SR Bracket (Dryliner) 42, 332

Staggered Stud Clip 101, 335

Stairwells, fire protection (Shaftwall)
223

Stairwall Panels, Fresco 253, 257

Standard Reach (Dryliner) 42, 332

Standard wallboard  87-89, 316

Steelwork, encasement, fire
protection 224-226, 237

Steel framed walls
linings to 28, 59

Storage of plasterboard and
components 

Strap Hanger 333

Structural strength, theory 12

Stud partition
metal 71-92, 99-132
timber 93-95, 133-138

Studs
Acoustic Homespan 115, 330
C Studs 125-126, 330
CH Studs 229, 331
E Studs 229, 331
I Studs 101, 330
Omega stud 115, 331

Supreme Skim plaster 301, 326

Suspended ceiling 197

Systems summary 10

Tape
Flex 292, 336
Joint 292, 336
Patching 336
Resilient 208, 334

Taping and Jointing system 291

Tapered Edge wallboard 312

Tape-On Corners 296, 336

Telescopic deflection head 142

Texture finishes 305

Texture, Lafarge Universal 306, 325

Theory
Acoustics 14
Fire 11
Structural strength 12

Thermalcheck boards 319

Thermalcheck linings 23-27, 33

Tiling to plasterboard 159

Timber joist floors 163-169, 171,
173-174, 179

Timber framed walls, linings to 28, 55

Timber stud partitions 93-95, 133

Toughcheck
partitions 74
screws 327
wallboard 314

Tracks
Flex Track 155
J Track 229
U Track 115, 125-126, 329

Trim Reveal Profile 270, 338

Twin frame systems 73, 77-80, 86,
89, 99

U Tracks 115, 125-126, 329

Universal Texture, Lafarge 306, 325

Uplighter, Lafarge Profile 269, 270,
338, 339

Vapourcheck wallboard 317

V Brace101-103, 334

Wainscot panel 253

Wall linings 
Contour 63
Direct Bond 23, 29
Dryliner 25-26, 41
Independent 27, 47
Metal Furring 38
Thermalcheck 23-25, 27, 33
to timber frame 28, 55

Wall panels, Fresco 251, 318

Wall tiling, ceramic 159

Wallboards
Acoustic Homespan 317
Baseboard 316
Contour wallboard 318
dBcheck wallboard 314
Echeck wallboard 314
Firecheck Coreboard 315
Firecheck wallboard 315
Firecheck, Moisture Resistant 315
Fresco 318
Hydrodeco 313
Lath (round edge baseboard) 317
Megadeco 313
Moisturecheck wallboard  318
Plank (19mm wallboard) 316
Predeco 313
Standard wallboard 316
Thermalcheck boards 319
Toughcheck wallboard 314
Vapourcheck wallboard 317

Walls curved 154, 282

What can go wrong checklist
wall linings 67
partitions 160
fire protection 246
creative solutions 283

XR Bracket (Dryliner) 42, 188, 332

Z Step Profile 270, 338

Index



Other Business Units in the Lafarge
Group:

Lafarge Cement 

Manor House 
Chilton 
Oxfordshire 
OX11 0RN 

t +44 (0) 1235 448400 
f +44 (0) 1235 448600 
www.lafargecement.co.uk 

Lafarge Aggregates 

Bradgate House 
Groby 
Leicestershire 
LE6 0FA 

t +44 (0) 1530 242151 
f +44 (0) 1530 243513 
www.lafarge-aggregates.co.uk 

Lafarge Roofing 

Regent House 
Station Approach 
Dorking 
Surrey 
RH4 1TG 

t +44 (0) 1306 872000 
f +44 (0) 1306 872111 
www.lafarge-roofing.co.uk

Lafarge Gyvlon Ltd

221 Europa Boulevard
Westbrook
Warrington
Cheshire
WA5 7TN

t +44 (0) 1925428780
f +44 (0) 1925428788
www.gyvlon-floors.co.uk 

UK Sales Offices

For placing of orders and delivery
enquiries and general information
relating to availability of products,
stockists etc.

Orders can be placed free of charge
by ringing Orderline on: 
0800 373636.

Literatureline

For next day delivery of Lafarge
literature, please call before 3pm.

t +44 (0) 1275 377582 
f +44 (0) 1275 377402
email literatureline@lafarge-gypsum.
lafarge.com

England, Wales and Scotland

Lafarge Plasterboard Limited
Marsh Lane, Easton-in-Gordano,
Bristol  BS20 0NF

t +44 (0) 1275 377773
f +44 (0) 1275 377737

Ireland

Lafarge Plasterboard (Ireland)
Limited, Unit 38, Fonthill Industrial
Park, Clondalkin, Dublin 22

t +353 (0)1 6261603
f +353 (0)1 6261679

The Drywall Training Centre

For all drywall training needs from
basic introduction to advanced skills
and development.

The Drywall Training Centre
Marsh Lane, Easton-in-Gordano
Bristol  BS20 0NF

t +44 (0) 1275 377581
f +44 (0) 1275 377550
email training@lafarge-gypsum.
lafarge.com

Technical Enquiryline

For information and advice on all
technical aspects of drywall.

Technical Advisory Service
Marsh Lane, Easton-in-Gordano
Bristol  BS20 0NF

t +44 (0) 1275 377789
f +44 (0) 1275 377456
email enquiryline@lafarge-gypsum.
lafarge.com

Lafarge Plasterboard online

For information and advice on all
technical aspects of drywall,
including the SELECT 2 dynamic
specification generator, visit:

www.lafargeplasterboard.co.uk

Trade Associations

Lafarge Plasterboard Limited is a
member or an associate member of
the following organisations:

Association of Building Component
Manufacturers (ABCM)

British Standards Institute (BSI)

Builders Merchants Federation (BMF)

Construction Industry Training Board
(CITB)

Construction Products Association
(CPA)

Federation of Plastering and Drywall
Contractors (FPDC)

Gypsum Products Development
Association (GPDA)

New Homes Marketing Board
(NHMB)

Association of Interior Specialists
(AIS)

Association for Specialist Fire
Protection (ASFP)

Institute of Acoustics (IOA)

Other useful contacts

BSI British Standards HQ
389 Chiswick High Road
London
W4 4AL

t +44 (0)20 8996 9000 
f +44 (0)20 8996 4001  
www.bsi-global.com

HSE Health and Safety Executive
Magdalen House
Trinity Road
Bootle
Merseyside
L20 3QZ

HSE Infoline 0845 345 0055
www.hse.co.uk

Office of the Deputy Prime Minister
Eland House
Bressenden Place
London
SW1E 5DU

t +44 (0)20 7944 4400
f +44 (0)20 7944 5719  
www.odpm.gov.uk

Robust Details Ltd
PO Box 7289
Milton Keynes
MK14 6ZQ

t 0870 240 8210 
f 0870 240 8203 
www.robustdetails.com
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Designed and produced for Lafarge Plasterboard by NBA Tectonics

The Lafarge Drywall Manual, August 2005
supersedes The Drywall Manual, July 2003, 
January 2001, June 1999 and March 1998

Published by Lafarge Plasterboard Limited

Lafarge Plasterboard reserve the right to revise
product specifications without notice. The
information given in this publication is correct 
to the best of the publisher’s knowledge, but 
users must satisfy themselves as to the suitability
of any particular product or detail for a 
specific application.

© 2005 Lafarge Plasterboard Limited

ISBN 0-9545693-2-6
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The Backing of a World Leader
Lafarge is the world’s largest producer of construction materials including gypsum
products, aggregates, roofing and cement. The preservation of natural resources 
and respect for the needs of people and the environment are fundamental to the
organisation’s business approach and philosophy 

Sales Offices
For placing of orders and delivery enquiries and general information relating 
to availability of products, stockists etc.

UK Orderline: 0800 373636
Ireland Orderline: +353 (0)1 6203114

T. +44 (0) 1275 377777 
F. +44 (0) 1275 377700
E. orderline@lafarge-gypsum.lafarge.com

Literatureline
For next day delivery of Lafarge literature please call before 3pm.

T. +44 (0) 1275 377582 
F. +44 (0) 1275 377402
E. literatureline@lafarge-gypsum.lafarge.com

England, Wales and Scotland
Lafarge Plasterboard Limited, Marsh Lane, Easton-in-Gordano, Bristol BS20 0NF

T. +44 (0) 1275 377773
F. +44 (0) 1275 377737

Ireland
Lafarge Plasterboard (Ireland) Limited, Unit 38, Fonthill Industrial Park, Clondalkin, Dublin 22

T. +353 (0)1 6261603
F. +353 (0)1 6261679

The Drywall Training Centre
For all drywall training needs from basic introduction to advanced skills 
and development.

The Drywall Training Centre, Marsh Lane, Easton-in-Gordano, Bristol BS20 0NF

T. +44 (0) 1275 377581
F. +44 (0) 1275 377550
E. training@lafarge-gypsum.lafarge.com

Technical Enquiryline
Technical Advisory Service, Marsh Lane, Easton-in-Gordano, Bristol BS20 0NF

T. +44 (0) 1275 377789
F. +44 (0) 1275 377456
E. enquiryline@lafarge-gypsum.lafarge.com

Wasteline
Please contact with your gypsum waste management enquiries.

T. +44 (0) 1275 377579
F. +44 (0) 1275 377550
E. wasteline@lafarge-gypsum.lafarge.com

For further information and contact numbers for our other 
business units please go to www.lafarge.co.uk

Certificate No. FM 13594 Certificate No. EMS 75024

Plasterboard, jointing and associated products made in the United Kingdom by 
Lafarge Plasterboard are manufactured in accordance with management systems 
certified to BS EN ISO 9001: 2000 (quality) and BS EN ISO 14001: 2004 (environment)

£69.99




